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Wyatt Earp at about age 33
Born

March 19, 1848Monmouth, Illinois, U.S.A.

Died

January 13, 1929 (aged 80)Los Angeles, California, U.S.A.

Occupation

Gambler, lawman, saloon keeper, gold/copper miner

Years active 1865–1897
Opponent(s) William Brocius, Frank McLaury
Spouse

Urilla Sutherland (wife)
Celia Ann "Mattie" Blaylock (Common-law wife)
Josephine Sarah Marcus (Common-law wife)

Children

none
Signature

Wyatt Berry Stapp Earp (March 19, 1848 – January 13, 1929) was an American gambler, investor, and law
enforcement officer who served in several Western frontier towns. He was also at different times a farmer, teamster,
bouncer, saloon-keeper, miner and boxing referee. He is best known for his role in the Gunfight at the O.K. Corral
along with Doc Holliday and two of his brothers, Virgil Earp and Morgan Earp. During the 30-second gunfight they
shot and killed three outlaw cowboys that they had been feuding with for several months. He and his brother Warren
were also noted for the vendetta against those they believed were responsible for maiming Virgil and killing Morgan.
Although his brother Virgil had far more experience as a sheriff, constable, and marshal,[1] because Wyatt outlived
Virgil and due to a creative biography written by Stuart Lake that made Wyatt famous, he has been the subject of
and model for a large number of movies, TV shows, biographies and works of fiction. Wyatt's modern-day
reputation is that of Old West's "toughest and deadliest gunmen of his day."
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Early life
Wyatt Earp was born in Monmouth, Illinois, on March
19, 1848, to widower Nicholas Porter Earp and
Virginia Ann Cooksey (who were wed on July 30,
1840, in Hartford, Kentucky). From his father's first
marriage, Wyatt had an elder half-brother, Newton, and
a half-sister Mariah Ann, who died at the age of ten
months. Wyatt was named after his father's
commanding officer in the Mexican American War,
Captain Wyatt Berry Stapp, of the 2nd Company
Illinois Mounted Volunteers. In March 1849,[2] the
Earps left Monmouth for California but settled in Iowa.
Their new farm consisted of 160 acres (0.65 km2),
7 miles (11 km) northeast of Pella, Iowa.

Earp's boyhood home in Pella

On March 4, 1856, Nicholas sold his farm and returned
to Monmouth, Illinois, but was unable to find work as a
cooper or farmer. Faced with the possibility of being
unable to provide for his family, Nicholas decided to
run for, and was elected, municipal constable, serving
at this post for about three years. He also earned
income by selling alcoholic beverages, which made
him the target of the local temperance movement. Tried
in 1859 for bootlegging, he was convicted and publicly
humiliated. Nicholas was unable to pay his
court-imposed fines; on November 11, 1859, the Earp
family's property was sold at auction. Two days later,
the Earps left again for Pella, Iowa. After their move,
Nicholas returned often to Monmouth, throughout
1860, to sell his properties and to face several lawsuits
for debt and accusations of tax evasion.
During the family's second stay in Pella, the American
Wyatt Earp with his mother Virginia Ann
Civil War began. Newton, James, and Virgil joined the
Cooksey Earp c. 1856.
Union Army on November 11, 1861. Although, at
thirteen, Wyatt was too young, he later tried on several
occasions to run away and join the army, only to have his father find him and bring him home. While Nicholas was
busy recruiting and drilling local companies, Wyatt—with the help of his two younger brothers, Morgan and
Warren—was left in charge of tending an 80-acre (32 ha) crop of corn. After being severely wounded in
Fredericktown, Missouri, James returned home, in the summer of 1863. Newton and Virgil fought several battles in
the east and later returned. On May 12, 1864, the Earp family joined a wagon train heading to California.
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California
By late summer 1865, Virgil found work as a driver for Phineas Banning's Stage Coach Line in California's Imperial
Valley, and 16 year old Wyatt assisted. This is presumed to be the time Wyatt first drank whiskey; he reportedly felt
sick enough to abstain from it for the next two decades.
In the spring of 1866, Wyatt Earp became a teamster, transporting cargo for Chris Taylor. His assigned trail for
1866–1868 was from Wilmington, California, to Prescott, Arizona Territory. He worked on the route from San
Bernardino through Las Vegas, Nevada, to Salt Lake City, Utah Territory. In the spring of 1868, Earp was hired by
Charles Chrisman to transport supplies for the construction of the Union Pacific Railroad. He learned gambling and
boxing while working on the railhead in Wyoming,[3] and refereed a fight between John Shanssey and Mike
Donovan.

Lawman
In the spring of 1868, the Earps moved east again to Lamar, Missouri,
where Wyatt's father Nicholas became the local constable. Wyatt
rejoined the family the next year. When Nicholas resigned on
November 17, 1869 as constable to become the justice of the peace,
Wyatt was appointed constable in his place. On November 26 and in
return for his appointment, Earp filed a bond of $1,000. His sureties for
this bond were his father, Nicholas Porter Earp; his paternal uncle,
Jonathan Douglas Earp (April 28, 1824–October 20, 1900); and James
Maupin.

Marriage
In late 1869, Wyatt met Urilla Sutherland (1849–c.1870), the daughter
of hotel-keeper William and Permelia Sutherland, formerly of New
York City. They married in Lamar on January 10, 1870 and in August
1870 bought a lot on the outskirts of town for $50. Urilla was pregnant
Wyatt Earp at about age 19
with and about to deliver their first child when she died from Typhoid
fever later that year.[3] In November, 1870 Wyatt sold the lot and a house on it for $75. He ran against his elder
half-brother Newton for the office of constable, winning by 137 votes to Newton's 108.

Lawsuits and charges
After Urilla died, Wyatt began having a number of legal problems. On March 14, 1871, Barton County, Missouri,
filed a lawsuit against Earp and his sureties. He was in charge of collecting license fees for Lamar, with the collected
money intended to fund the local schools; Earp was accused of failing to deliver the fees. On March 31, James
Cromwell filed a lawsuit against Wyatt, alleging that he had falsified court documents about the amount of money
Earp had collected from Cromwell to satisfy a judgment. To make up the difference between what Earp turned in
and Cromwell owed (and claimed he had paid), the court seized Cromwell's mowing machine and sold it for $38.
Cromwell's suit claimed Earp owed him $75, the estimated value of the machine.
On March 28, 1871 Wyatt, Edward Kennedy and John Shown were charged for each stealing two horses, "each of
the value of one hundred dollars", from William Keys while in the Indian Country. On April 6, Deputy United States
Marshal J. G. Owens arrested Earp for the charges. Commissioner James Churchill arraigned Earp on April 14. Bail
was set at $500. On May 15, an indictment against Earp, Kennedy and Shown was issued. Anna Shown, John
Shown's wife, claimed that Earp and Kennedy got her husband drunk and then threatened his life in order to get his
help. However, on June 5, Edward Kennedy was acquitted, while the case against Earp and John Shown remained.
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Earp didn't wait for the trial. He climbed out through the roof of his jail and headed for Peoria, Illinois.[3]

Peoria, Illinois
Wyatt's biographer Lake reported that Wyatt took to hunting buffalo during the winter of 1871-72, but Earp was
arrested three times in the Peoria area during that period. Earp is listed in the city directory for Peoria during 1872 as
a resident in the house of Jane Haspel, who operated a brothel. In February 1872, Peoria police raided the brothel,
arresting four women and three men: Wyatt Earp, Morgan Earp, and George Randall. Wyatt and the others were
charged with "Keeping and being found in a house of ill-fame." They were later fined twenty dollars plus costs for
the criminal infraction. He was arrested for the same crime in May 1872 and late September 1872.[4] It’s not known
if he was a pimp. He may have been been an enforcer or bouncer.[3] He may have hunted buffalo during 1873-74
before he went to Wichita.[4]

Wichita, Kansas
Like Ellsworth, Wichita was a train terminal which was a destination for cattle drives originating in Texas. Such
cattle boomtowns on the frontier were raucous places filled with drunken, armed cowboys celebrating at the end of
long drives. When the summer-time cattle drives ended and the cowboys left, Earp was searching for something to
do. In October 1874, he earned a bit of money helping an off duty police officer find thieves who had stolen a man’s
wagon. He got his name in the paper.[3] Earp officially joined the Wichita marshal's office on April 21, 1875, after
the election of Mike Meagher as city marshal or police chief. One newspaper refered to Earp as "Officer Erp" prior
to his official hiring, making his exact role as an officer during 1874 unclear.
He arrested a group of wagon thieves. He was embarrassed in early 1876 when his loaded single-action revolver fell
out of his holster while he was leaning back on a chair and discharged when the hammer hit the floor. The bullet
went through his coat and out through the ceiling.
Earp also had his nerves tested in Wichita in a situation which was not reported by the newspapers but which was
substantiated in the memoirs of his deputy Jimmy Cairns. Wyatt angered drovers by acting to repossess an
unpaid-for piano in a brothel and forcing the drovers to collect the money to keep the instrument in place. Later, a
group of nearly fifty armed drovers gathered in Delano, preparing to "hoorah" Wichita across the river. ("Hoorah"
was the Old West term meaning to hold an out-of-control drunken party.) Police and citizens in Wichita assembled
to oppose the cowboys. Earp stood in the center of the line of defenders on the bridge from Delano to Wichita and
held off the mob of armed men, speaking for the town. Eventually, the cowboys turned and withdrew, peace having
been kept without a shot fired or a man killed.
In late 1875, the local paper (Wichita Beacon) published this story:
On last Wednesday (December 8), policeman Earp found a stranger lying near the bridge in a drunken stupor.
He took him to the 'cooler' and on searching him found in the neighborhood of $500 on his person. He was
taken next morning, before his honor, the police judge, paid his fine for his fun like a little man and went on
his way rejoicing. He may congratulate himself that his lines, while he was drunk, were cast in such a pleasant
place as Wichita as there are but a few other places where that $500 bank roll would have been heard from.
The integrity of our police force has never been seriously questioned.
Wyatt's stint as Wichita deputy came to a sudden end on April 2, 1876, when Earp took too active an interest in the
city marshal's election. According to news accounts, former marshal Bill Smith accused Wyatt of using his office to
help hire his brothers as lawmen. Wyatt got into a fistfight with Smith and beat him. Meagher was forced to fire and
arrest Earp for disturbing the peace, the end of a tour of duty which the papers called otherwise "unexceptionable."
When Meagher won the election, the city council was split evenly on re-hiring Earp. When his brother James opened
a brothel in Dodge City, Kansas, Wyatt joined him.[3]
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Dodge City, Kansas
After 1875, Dodge City, Kansas became a major terminal for cattle
brought up from Texas along the Chisholm Trail. Earp was appointed
assistant marshal in Dodge City under Marshal Larry Deger in 1876.
There is some indication that Earp traveled to Deadwood in the Dakota
Territory, during the winter of 1876–77. He was not on the police force
in Dodge City in late 1877, and rejoined the force in the spring of
1878. The Dodge newspaper reported in July 1878 that he had been
fined $1.00 for slapping a muscular prostitute named Frankie Bell, who
(according to the papers) "...heaped epithets upon the unoffending head
of Mr. Earp to such an extent as to provide a slap from the
ex-officer..." Bell spent the night in jail and was fined $20.00, while
Earp's fine was the legal minimum.
In October 1877, Earp left Dodge City for a short while to gamble
throughout Texas. He stopped at Fort Griffin, Texas before returning to
Dodge City in 1878 to become the assistant city marshal, this time
under Charlie Bassett. While Wyatt was city marshal of Dodge City,
Doc Holliday assisted him, saving his life when Wyatt "was
surrounded by desperadoes." They became friends as a result.[5]

Wyatt Earp at about the time he served on the
Dodge City police force

George Hoy shooting
Early in the morning of July 26, 1878, a small group of Texas cowboys
fired random shots into the rear of the Comique Theater as they left
Dodge City. Fortunately, no one was injured. Assistant Marshal Earp
and Policeman James Masterson responded and "together with several
citizens, turned their pistols loose in the direction of the flying
horsemen." As the riders crossed the Arkansas river bridge south of
town, George Hoy "fell from his horse from weakness caused by a
wound in the arm which he had received during the fracas. Hoy
developed gangrene and died a month later of the wound. Earp claimed
to have sighted on Hoy against the morning horizon and to have fired
the fatal shot, but Hoy could easily have been shot by Masterson or one
of the citizens in the crowd.[6]

Mattie Blaylock

Bat Masterson (left) and Wyatt Earp in Dodge
City, 1876. The scroll on Earp's chest is a cloth
pin-on badge

Celia Anne "Mattie" Blaylock worked as a prostitute and may have met Wyatt Earp in Dodge City in 1878. She
became Earp's companion until 1881. When Earp resigned from the Dodge City police force on September 9, 1879,
she accompanied him to Las Vegas, New Mexico, and then Tombstone, Arizona.[7] :47
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Move to Tombstone, Arizona
Wyatt and his older brothers James (Jim) and Virgil moved to silver-mining boom town Tombstone, in the Arizona
Territory in December 1879. Wyatt brought horses and a buckboard wagon that he planned to convert into a
stagecoach, but on arrival he found two established stage lines already running. Jim worked as a barkeep. Virgil was
appointed Deputy U.S. Marshal for the area, just prior to arriving in Tombstone. The U.S. Marshal for the Arizona
Territory, C.P. Dake, was based 280 miles (450 km) away in Prescott, so the position as Deputy U.S. Marshal in
Tombstone represented federal authority in the southeast area of the territory. In Tombstone, the Earps staked mining
claims and water rights interests, attempting to capitalize on the mining boom. When none of these were fruitful,
Wyatt went to work for Wells, Fargo & Co. as a guard on stagecoaches when they were transporting Wells Fargo
strongboxes.
In the summer of 1880, younger brothers Morgan and Warren Earp moved to Tombstone as well, and in September,
Doc Holliday arrived. On July 25, 1880, Deputy U.S. Marshal Virgil Earp accused Frank McLaury of stealing six
Army mules from Camp Rucker. McLaury was a Cowboy, which in that time and region was generally regarded as
an outlaw. Legitimate cowmen were referred to as cattle herders or ranchers. Stealing the mules was a federal
offense because the animals were U.S. property. The Army representative and Earp caught the McLaurys in the act
of changing the "U.S." brand to "D.8."[5] To avoid a gunfight, the posse withdrew with the understanding that the
mules would be returned, which they were not. In response, the Army's representative published an account in the
papers, damaging Frank McLaury's reputation. U.S. Army Captain Hurst cautioned Wyatt, Virgil, and Morgan, that
the cowboys had made threats against their lives.[5] A month later Earp ran into Frank and Tom McLaury in
Charleston, and they told him if he ever followed them as he had done before, they would kill him.[5]
About the same time, Wyatt was appointed deputy sheriff for the southern part of Pima County, which at that time
included Tombstone. But Wyatt only served for about three months. The deputy sheriff's position was worth more
than USD$40,000 a year (about $907310 today) because he was also county assessor and tax collector, and the board
of supervisors allowed him to keep ten percent of the amounts paid.[8] :157
On October 28, 1880, as Tombstone town-marshal (police chief) Fred White was trying to break up a group of late
revelers shooting at the moon on Allen Street in Tombstone, he was shot in the groin as he attempted to confiscate
the pistol of "Curly Bill". The incident happened in a dark vacant between Toughnut and Allen Streets, near where
the Birdcage Theater now stands. Wyatt Earp stated to a biographer that he saw Brocius struggle to pull the pistol
from a pants pocket, and the sheriff grabbed the weapon with the barrel pointing towards him. The gun discharged,
striking White in the abdomen and groin. Earp, who saw the shooting and flash but could not clearly see the action in
the dark, pistol-whipped Brocius, knocking him unconscious, and arrested him. Wyatt would tell his biogapher many
years later that he thought Brocious still armed at the time and didn't notice that Brocius' pistol lay on the ground in
the dark, until Brocius was already down. [9] The pistol proved to contain just one expended cartridge and five live
rounds. Brocius waived the preliminary hearing so he and his case could be transferred to Tucson. Wyatt and a
deputy took Brocius in a wagon the next day to Tucson to stand trial, possibly saving him from being lynched.
White, age 31, died of his wound two days after his shooting, changing the charge to murder. Wyatt, at the end of his
life, would remember the shooting of White as the first violence in a relatively small and quiet town at the time.
On December 27, 1880, Wyatt testified in Tucson court about Brocius' shooting of White. Based on Earp’s
testimony, along with a demonstration that Brocius' pistol could be fired from half-cock and a statement given by
White before he died that the shooting was not intentional, the judge ruled the shooting accidental, and released
Brocius. Brocius, however, eventually became an enemy to the Earps.
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Earp and Behan compete
In the personal arena, 32-year-old Wyatt Earp and 35-year-old Johnny
Behan shared an interest in the same 18-year-old woman, Josephine
Marcus. She arrived in Tombstone as part of a theater company in late
1880. Behan, who had met her in Prescott before moving to
Tombstone, followed her back to San Francisco (repeating a pattern set
with his earlier wife). Behan may have proposed marriage, but no
record of a marriage has been found. Marcus returned to Tombstone
and lived with Behan for a year, counted in the 1880 census as Behan's
wife. Behan was reported to have continued to see other women. In
1881, Marcus left him for his rival Wyatt Earp, to Behan's
embarrassment, as most people assumed they had been married. Even
the Epitaph newspaper took note of her change in allegiance. Earp had
until this time a longstanding relationship with Mattie Blaylock, who
was listed as his wife in the 1880 census. She was said to suffer from
severe headaches and to have become addicted to laudanum, a
commonly used opiate and pain killer.[10] She was at first unaware of
Earp's affair with Marcus, but the two women got into at least two
heated arguments about their relationships with him. After Morgan
Earp's assassination, she traveled with Virgil Earp and his party to
Colton, California, expecting Wyatt to send for her. Wyatt took up
with Marcus instead and never returned to Mattie.

C. S. Fly portrait of Josephine Sarah Marcus who
left Johnny Behan for Wyatt Earp.

In the professional and political arena, Earp and Behan competed for the position of Cochise County sheriff. Wyatt
was deputy sheriff for three months when his boss, Democrat Charlie Shibell, ran for re-election in November 1880
against Republican challenger Bob Paul. Wyatt favored Paul, and when Shibell won the election, Wyatt resigned on
November 9, 1880, only twelve days after the White shooting. Shibell immediately appointed Behan as the new
South Pima deputy sheriff.
However, Bob Paul filed charges alleging that Cowboy supporters Ike Clanton, Curly Bill Brocius, and Frank
McLaury had cooperated in ballot stuffing. Paul was eventually declared the winner of the Pima County sheriff
election in July 1881. But by that time Paul could not replace Behan with Earp because on January 1, 1881, Cochise
County was created out of the eastern portion of Pima County.
Both Earp and Behan applied to fill the new position of Cochise County sheriff. Earp thought he had a good chance
to win the position because he was the former undersheriff in the region and a Republican, like Arizona Territorial
Governor John C. Fremont. However, Behan had political influence in Prescott.
Earp testified during the Spicer hearing after the Gunfight at the O.K. Corral that he and Behan had made a deal. If
Earp withdrew his application to the legislature, Behan agreed to appoint Earp as undersheriff. Behan received the
appointment in February 1881, but did not keep his end of the bargain and instead chose Harry Woods, a prominent
Democrat. Behan testified at first that he had not made any deal with Earp, although he later admitted he had lied.
Behan said he broke his promise to appoint Earp because of an incident that occurred shortly before his appointment.
This incident arose after Earp learned that one of his branded horses, stolen more than a year before, was in the
possession of Ike Clanton and his brother Billy. Earp and Holliday rode to the Clanton ranch near Charleston to
recover the horse. On the way, they overtook Behan, who was riding in a wagon. Behan was also heading to the
ranch to serve an election-hearing subpoena on Ike Clanton.[11] Accounts differ as to what happened next. Earp later
testified that when he arrived at the Clanton ranch, Billy Clanton gave up the horse even before being presented with
ownership papers. According to Behan's testimony, however, Earp had told the Clantons that Behan was on his way
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to arrest them for horse theft. After the incident, which embarrassed both the Clantons and Behan, Behan testified
that he did not want to work with Earp and chose Woods instead.

Interest in mining, gambling
Losing the undersheriff position left Wyatt Earp without a job in Tombstone; however, Wyatt and his brothers were
beginning to make some money on their mining claims in the Tombstone area. In January 1881, Oriental Saloon
owner Lou Rickabaugh gave Wyatt Earp a one-quarter interest in the gambling concession at the Oriental Saloon in
exchange for his services as a manager and enforcer.[12] :41 On October 8, 1881 Doc Holliday got into a dispute with
John Tyler in the Oriental Saloon. A rival gambling concession operator hired Tyler to make trouble at the Oriental
and disrupt Wyatt's business. When Tyler started a fight after losing a bet, Wyatt threw him out of the saloon.
Holliday later wounded Oriental owners Milt Joyce and his partner Lou Rickabaugh and was convicted of assault.
Around this time Earp saved gambler Mike O'Rourke ("Johnny Behind the Deuce") from being hanged after he was
arrested for murdering a miner. O'Rourke said he killed the miner in self-defense. Earp stood down a large crowd
that wanted to lynch O'Rourke, an incident that added to Earp's legend as a lawman.[12] :39

Cowboys rob stagecoaches
Tensions between the Earps and both the Clantons and McLaurys increased through 1881. In March 1881, three
cowboys attempted to rob a Kinnear & Company stagecoach carrying USD$26,000 in silver bullion (about $589752
in today's dollars) near Benson, during which the popular driver Eli 'Budd' Philpot and passenger Peter Roerig were
killed. The Earps suspected that confederates of the Clantons and the McLaurys were involved but had no proof.
During the hearing into the Gunfight at the O.K. Corral, Wyatt testified that he offered the USD$3,500 in Wells
Fargo reward money to Ike Clanton and Frank McLaury in return for information about the identities of the robbers.
Wyatt testified that he had other motives for his plan as well: he hoped that arresting the murderers would boost his
chances for election as Cochise County sheriff.
According to Earp, both Frank McLaury and Ike Clanton agreed to provide information to assist in their capture, but
never had a chance to fulfill the agreement. All three cowboy suspects in the stage robbery were killed when
attempting other robberies. Clanton accused Earp of leaking their deal to his brother Morgan or to Holliday.[12] :42
Ike Clanton offered different testimony about the incident. He said that Morgan Earp had asked him about whether
he would make the agreement with Wyatt, and four or five days afterward Morgan confided in him that he and Wyatt
had "piped off $1,400 to Doc Holliday and Bill Leonard" who were supposed to be on the stage the night Bud
Philpot was killed. During his testimony, Clanton told the court "I was not going to have anything to do with helping
to capture—" and then he corrected himself "—kill Bill Leonard, Crane and Harr."[13] Wyatt told the court at the
hearing afterward that he had taken the extra step of obtaining a second copy of a telegram for Ike from Wells Fargo
assuring that the reward for capturing the killers applied either dead or alive. Ike Clanton denied having any
knowledge of the telegram.[13]
Meanwhile, tensions between the Earps and the McLaurys increased with the holdup of another stage in the
Tombstone area on September 8, this one a passenger stage in the Sandy Bob line, bound for nearby Bisbee. The
masked robbers shook down the passengers (the stage had no strongbox) and in the process were recognized from
their voices and language as Pete Spence (an alias) and Frank Stilwell, a business partner of Spence who had shortly
before been fired from his position as a deputy of Sheriff Behan's (for "accounting irregularities" in the matter of
county tax collection). Spence and Stilwell were friends of the McLaurys. Wyatt and Virgil Earp rode with the
sheriff's posse attempting to track the Bisbee stage robbers, and Wyatt discovered the unusual print of a custom
repaired boot heel. Checking a shoe repair shop in Bisbee known to provide widened boot heels led to Stilwell, and a
check of a Bisbee corral turned up both Spence and Stilwell. Stilwell was found with a new set of wide custom boot
heels matching the prints of the robber. Stilwell and Spence were arrested by sheriff's deputies Breakenridge and
Nagel for the stage robbery, and later by Deputy U.S. Marshal Virgil Earp on the federal offense of mail robbery.
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Released on bail, Spence and Stilwell were re-arrested by Virgil for the Bisbee robbery a month later, October 13, on
the new federal charge of interfering with a mail carrier. The newspapers, however, reported that they had been
arrested for a different stage robbery that occurred (October 8) near Contention City. Occurring less than two weeks
before the O.K. Corral shootout, this final incident may have been misunderstood by the McLaurys. While Wyatt
and Virgil were still out of town for the Spence and Stilwell hearing, Frank McLaury confronted Morgan Earp,
telling him that the McLaurys would kill the Earps if they tried to arrest Spence, Stilwell, or the McLaurys again.

Gunfight and aftermath
On Wednesday, October 26, 1881, the tension between the Earps and the
Cowboys came to a head. Ike Clanton, Billy Claiborne, and other Cowboys had
been threatening to kill the Earps for several weeks. Tombstone city Marshal
Virgil Earp learned that the Cowboys were armed and had gathered near the
O.K. Corral. He asked Wyatt and Morgan Earp and Doc Holliday to assist him,
as he intended to disarm them. Wyatt was acting as a temporary assistant
marshal, Morgan was a Deputy City Marshall, and Virgil deputized Holliday
for the occasion. At approximately 3:00 p.m. the Earps headed towards
Fremont Street where the Cowboys had been reported gathering.

Gunfight on Fremont Street
Martha J. King, who was in Bauer's Butcher Shop on Fremont Street when the
Earp party passed, testified to hearing one of the Earps on the outside of that
party look around and say to Doc Holliday, "Let them have it!", to which
Holliday replied, "All right!"[14] :66–68 When the Earp party reached the alley
between the Harwood House and Fly's Boarding House and Photography
Studio, the two parties were initially only about 6 to 10 feet (1.8 to 3.0 m)
apart. According to one witness, Holliday drew a shotgun from under his long
coat and shoved it into Frank McLaury's belly, then took a couple of steps
back. A drawing Wyatt made in 1924 placed Holliday a couple of steps back in
the street.
Virgil Earp was not planning on a fight. He was initially carrying Holliday's
Wyatt Earp 19 months after the famous
cane in his right hand, which he had taken when Virgil had given Doc a
gunfight.
shotgun. Virgil immediately commanded the Cowboys to "throw up your
hands!" He testified that Billy Clanton and Frank McLaury reached for their pistols. He yelled, "Hold! I don't mean
that!"[14] :172–173 It is not known who started shooting first; accounts by both participants and eyewitnesses are
contradictory. Those loyal to one side or the other told conflicting stories, and independent eyewitnesses who did not
know the participants by sight were unable to say for certain who shot first.
All witnesses generally agreed that two shots were fired first, almost indistinguishable from each other. General
firing immediately broke out. Despite having bragged that he would kill the Earps or Doc Holliday at his first
opportunity, once the shooting broke out, Ike Clanton ran toward Wyatt Earp and declared he wasn't armed. To this
protest Wyatt said he responded, "Go to fighting or get away!"[14] :164 Clanton ran into Fly's lodging house next the
alley. Wyatt Earp testified that he shot Frank McLaury after both he and Billy Clanton went for their revolvers.
According to the chief newspaper of the town, The Tombstone Epitaph, "Wyatt Earp stood up and fired in rapid
succession, as cool as a cucumber, and was not hit." Morgan Earp fired almost immediately after, hitting Billy
Clanton, probably in the right wrist. Billy kept his feet and shifted his pistol to his other hand, returning fire
left-handed.[14] :154
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The Earps testified afterward that Tom McLaury fired one or two shots over the horse he was hiding behind. Doc
Holliday stepped around Tom McLaury's horse and shot him with the short, double-barreled shotgun.[15] :185
Mortally wounded, Tom McLaury then half-ran and half-staggered across Fremont Street, where he died.
The firing continued, with Billy Clanton and Frank McLaury wounded. Either Billy or Frank shot Virgil Earp in the
calf, and Virgil, though hit, fired his next shot at Billy Clanton. Frank hit Doc in the left hip, but the shot was
deflected by Holliday's leather holster, and he suffered only a bruise. Morgan Earp was back up and still firing, and
he, Doc and Wyatt all attested to firing at Frank, with Morgan and Doc each thinking he had fired the killing shot.
General firing continued and did not end until Billy Clanton finally went down. The smoke from the black powder
added to the confusion of the gunfight in the narrow space.[16]
Ike Clanton and Billy Claiborne, both unarmed, ran from the shooting unwounded. Wyatt was not hit in the fight,
Doc Holliday was bruised, and Virgil and Morgan Earp were wounded. Billy Clanton, Tom McLaury, and Frank
McLaury lay dead.
No gun was found on Tom McLaury after the gunfight. The Cowboys claimed he was unarmed. Behan testified that
when he searched Tom McLaury for a weapon prior to the gunfight, he was not thorough, and that Tom might have
had a pistol hidden in his waistband.[14] :164 Wyatt had buffaloed Tom earlier that morning when he spotted him
carrying a weapon. Both Wyatt and Virgil believed Tom was armed and testified that he had fired at least one shot
over the back of the horse.

From heroes to defendants
On October 30, Ike Clanton filed murder charges against the Earps and Holliday. Wyatt and Holliday were arrested
and brought before Justice of the Peace Wells Spicer, while Morgan and Virgil were still recovering. Bail was set at
$10,000 each. The hearing to determine if there was enough evidence to go to trial started November 1. The first
witnesses were Billy Allen and Sheriff Behan. Allen testified that Holliday fired the first shot and that the second
one also came from the Earp party, while Billy Clanton had his hands in the air.[17] Then Behan testified that he
heard Billy Clanton say, "Don't shoot me. I don't want to fight." He also testified that Tom McLaury threw open his
coat to show that he was not armed and that the first two shots were fired by the Earp party. Behan also said that he
thought the next three shots also came from the Earp party.[11] Behan's views turned public opinion against the
Earps. His testimony portrayed a far different gunfight than had been first reported in both of the Tombstone papers.
The prosecution's witnesses testified that Tom McLaury was unarmed, that Billy Clanton had his hands in the air,
and that neither of the McLaurys were troublemakers. They portrayed Ike Clanton and Tom McLaury as being
unjustly bullied and beaten by the vengeful Earps on the day of the gunfight.
Ike Clanton took the stand on November 9. His testimony repeated the story of abuse that he had suffered at the
hands of the Earps and Holliday the night before the gunfight. He reiterated that Holliday and Morgan Earp had fired
the first two shots and that the next several shots also came from the Earp party. Then under cross-examination,
Clanton told a story of the lead-up to the gunfight that did not make sense. He said the Benson stage robbery was
concocted by the Earps and Holliday to cover up money they had "piped off" to pay bribes. Ike also claimed that Doc
Holliday and Morgan, Wyatt, and Virgil Earp had separately confessed to him their role in the Benson stage holdup,
or else the cover-up of the robbery by allowing the robbers' escape.[18] By the time Ike finished his testimony, the
entire prosecution case had become suspect. On the strength of the prosecution case, Spicer revoked the bail for Doc
and Wyatt Earp and had them jailed on November 7.
The Earps hired Thomas Fitch, a well-known attorney, to represent them at what turned into a month-long
preliminary hearing. On November 16, Wyatt read a written statement as permitted by law, which prevented the
Cowboys from cross-examining him. Wyatt testified that he drew his gun only after Billy Clanton and Frank
McLaury drew their pistols. He said that he knew Frank was a better shot, so he aimed for Frank first. He detailed
the Earps' previous troubles with the Clantons and McLaurys and explained that they intended to disarm the
cowboys. He said they fired in self-defense. After the defense had established doubts about the prosecution's case,
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Judge Spicer released Holliday and Wyatt from jail to rejoin their families in time for Thanksgiving.[19]
Two neutral witnesses gave critical evidence that convinced Justice Spicer that there was not enough evidence to
indict the Earps and Doc Holliday for murder. One of these was Addie Bourland, a dressmaker whose residence
across Fremont Street from the gunfight allowed her to observe what transpired.[14] :207–211 She testified that from
the start both sides were facing each other, that the firing was general, that no one had held his hands up, and that she
had not seen Billy Clanton fall immediately as the Cowboys had testified.[20] The other witness was Judge J.H.
Lucas of the Probate Court of Cochise County, Arizona Territory, whose office was in the Mining Exchange
Building, about 200 feet (61 m) from the shootout.[14] :214–216 Lucas's testimony confirmed that of Bourland, in that
Billy Clanton was standing throughout the fight and firing. Only when he went down at the end did the general firing
cease.[14] :222–223 This testimony from two disinterested party confuted most of the testimony of Sheriff Behan, Ike
Clanton and the other Cowboy witnesses.
Justice Spicer ruled on November 30 that the evidence indicated that the Earps and Holliday acted within the law
(with Holliday and Wyatt effectively having been deputized temporarily by Virgil), and he invited the Cochise
County grand jury to reevaluate his decision. Spicer did not condone all of the Earps' actions and criticized Virgil
Earp's use of Wyatt and Holliday as deputies, but he concluded that no laws were broken. He made a special point of
the fact that Ike Clanton who claimed the Earps were out to murder him was unarmed and had been allowed to leave
the fight without being shot.[21]
Even though the Earps and Holliday were free, their reputations had been tarnished. Supporters of the cowboys in
Tombstone looked upon the Earps as robbers and murderers. However, on December 16, the grand jury decided not
to reverse Spicer's decision.

Cowboy revenge
In December, Ike Clanton went before Justice of the Peace J.B. Smith in Contention City and again filed murder
charges against the Earps and Holliday. A large posse escorted the Earps to Contention, fearing that the cowboys
would try to ambush the Earps on the unprotected road. The charges were dismissed by Judge Lucas because of
Smith's judicial ineptness. The prosecution immediately filed a new warrant for murder charges, issued by Justice
Smith, but Judge Lucas quickly dismissed it, writing that new evidence would have to be submitted before a second
hearing could be called. Because the November hearing before Spicer was not a trial, Clanton had the right to
continue pushing for prosecution, but the prosecution would have to come up with new evidence of murder before
the case could be considered.
On December 28, while walking between saloons on Allen Street in Tombstone, Virgil was wounded by a shotgun
round that struck his left arm and shoulder. Ike Clanton's hat was found in the back of the building across Allen
Street, from where the shots were fired. Wyatt wired U.S. Marshal Crawley Dake asking to be appointed deputy U.S.
marshal with authority to select his own deputies.[22] Dake granted the request in late January and provided the Earps
with about $500, only a portion of the $3000 he had borrowed from Wells, Fargo & Co. on behalf of the Earps. In
mid-January, Wyatt sold his gambling concessions at the Oriental when Rickabaugh sold the saloon to Milt Joyce, an
Earp adversary. The Earps also raised some funds from sympathetic business owners in town. On February 2, 1882,
Wyatt and Virgil, tired of the criticism leveled against them, submitted their resignations to Dake, who refused to
accept them. On the same day, Wyatt sent a message to Ike Clanton that he wanted to reconcile their differences,
which Clanton refused. Clanton was also acquitted that day of the charges against him in the shooting of Virgil Earp,
when the defense brought in seven witnesses who testified that Clanton was in Charleston at the time of the shooting.
The Earps needed more funds to pay for the extra deputies and associated expenses. On February 13, Wyatt
mortgaged his home to lawyer James G. Howard for $365.00 (about $8279 today) and received $365.00 in U.S. gold
coin.[23] (He was never able to repay the loan and in 1884 Howard foreclosed on the house.) After attending a theater
show on March 18, Morgan Earp was assassinated by gunmen firing from a dark alley, through the door window into
the lighted pool hall. Morgan was struck in the right side and the bullet shattered his spine, passed through his left
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side, and lodged in the thigh of George A.B. Berry. A doctor was summoned to the hall and Morgan was moved
from the floor to a nearby couch. The assassins escaped in the dark, and Morgan died forty minutes later.[3]

Earp vendetta
Based on the testimony of Pete Spence's wife, Marietta, at the coroner’s inquest on the killing of Morgan, the
coroner's jury concluded that Spence, Stilwell, Frederick Bode, and Florentino "Indian Charlie" Cruz were the prime
suspects in the assassination of Morgan Earp. Spence turned himself in so that he would be protected in Behan's jail.
On Sunday, March 19, the day after Morgan's murder, Wyatt, his brother James, and a group of friends took
Morgan's body to the railhead in Benson. They put Morgan's body on the train with James, to accompany it to the
family home in Colton, California. There, Morgan's wife waited to bury him.[24]
The next day, it was Virgil and his wife Allie's turn to be escorted safely out of Tombstone. Wyatt had gotten word
that trains leaving from Benson were being watched in Tucson, and getting the still invalid Virgil through Tucson to
safety would be more difficult. Wyatt, Warren Earp, Holliday, Turkey Creek Jack Johnson, and Sherman McMasters
took Virgil and Allie in a wagon to the train in Benson, leaving their own horses in Contention City and boarding the
train with Virgil. As the train pulled away from the Tucson station in the dark, gunfire was heard. Frank Stilwell's
body was found on the tracks the next morning.[22]
What Stilwell was doing on the tracks near the Earps' train has never been explained. Ike Clanton made his case
worse by giving a newspaper interview claiming that he and Stilwell had been in Tucson for Stilwell's legal
problems and heard that the Earps were coming in on a train to kill Stilwell. According to Clanton, Stilwell then
disappeared from the hotel and was found later, blocks away, on the tracks. Wyatt, many years later, in the Flood
biography, said that he and his party had seen Clanton and Stilwell on the tracks with weapons, and he had shot
Stilwell.
After killing Stilwell in Tucson and verifying that the train was on its way to California with Virgil, the Earp party
was afoot. They hopped a freight train back to Benson and hired a wagon back to Contention, riding back into
Tombstone by the middle of the next day (March 21). They were now wanted men, because once Stilwell's killing
had been connected to the Earp party on the train, warrants had been issued for five of the Earp party. Ignoring
Johnny Behan and now joined by Texas Jack Vermillion, the Earp posse rode out of town the same evening.
On March 22, the Earps rode to the wood camp of Pete Spence at South Pass in the Dragoon Mountains, looking for
Spence. They knew of the Morgan Earp inquest testimony. Spence was in jail, but at the wood camp, the Earp posse
found Florentino "Indian Charlie" Cruz. Wyatt and the others shot and killed Cruz.
Two days later the Earp party was in Iron Springs seeking to rendezvous with a messenger for them when they
stumbled upon a group of cowboys led by "Curley Bill" William Brocious. Curley Bill and Wyatt exchanged gun
fire, and Curley Bill was hit in the chest by Wyatt's shotgun and died.[6]
The Earp party spent the next two weeks riding through the rough country near Tombstone. They did not encounter a
posse led by Cochise County Sherrif John H. Behan's which was looking for Earps, and the brothers left the territory
for good. In the middle of April 1882, Wyatt Earp left the Arizona Territory.

Life after Tombstone
After killing Curley Bill, the Earps left Arizona for Colorado. Sherman McMasters traveled with the Earps to
Colorado, contrary to the movie Tombstone which depicted his murder on orders from Johnny Ringo. In a stopover
in Albuquerque, New Mexico, Wyatt and Holliday had a disagreement and the group split. Holliday headed to
Pueblo and then Denver. The Earps and Texas Jack set up camp on the outskirts of Gunnison, Colorado, where they
remained quietly at first, rarely going into town for supplies. Eventually, Wyatt took over a faro game at a local
saloon.
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All of the Earp assets in Tombstone were slowly sold to pay back-taxes or unpaid loans, and the stake the family had
amassed in Tombstone was gradually erased. Wyatt and Warren joined Virgil in San Francisco in late 1882. Wyatt's
common-law wife, Celia Anne "Mattie" Blaylock waited for him in Colton but eventually accepted that Wyatt was
not coming back. Wyatt had left Mattie their house when he left Tombstone. Wyatt left San Francisco with Josie in
1883, and she was his common-law wife for the next forty-six years. They represented themselves as man and wife,
which in the Old West was all that was necessary for a common-law marriage. Earp and Marcus returned to
Gunnison where they settled down, and Wyatt continued to run a faro bank.
Many years later Earp claimed George Hoyt was
attempting to assassinate him at the behest of Robert
Wright, with whom he claimed an ongoing feud. Earp
said the feud with Wright started when Earp arrested Bob
Rachals, a prominent trail leader who had shot a German
fiddler. According to Earp, Wright tried to block the
arrest because Rachals was one of the largest financial
contributors to the Dodge City economy.
On May 31, 1883, Earp returned along with Bat
Masterson to Dodge City to help Luke Short, part owner
of the Long Branch saloon, during what became known
as the Dodge City War. When the Mayor tried to run
Luke Short first out of business and then out of town,
The "Dodge City Peace Commission," June 1888. (L to R)
Short appealed to Masterson who contacted Earp. While
standing: W.H. Harris, Luke Short, Bat Masterson, W.F. Petillon.
Short
was discussing the matter with Governor George
Seated: Charlie Bassett, Wyatt Earp, Frank McLain and Neal
Washington Glick in Kansas City, Earp showed up with
Brown.
Johnny Millsap, Shotgun John Collins, Texas Jack
Vermillion, and Johnny Green. They marched up Front Street into Short's saloon where they were sworn in as
deputies by constable "Prairie Dog" Dave Marrow. The town council offered a compromise to allow Short to return
for ten days to get his affairs in order, but Earp refused to compromise. When Short returned, there was no force
ready to turn him away. Short's Saloon reopened, and the Dodge City War ended without a shot being fired.
Earp spent the next decade running saloons and gambling concessions and investing in mines in Colorado and Idaho,
with stops in various boom towns. In 1884, Earp and two younger brothers entered the Murray-Eagle mining district
in Idaho. Within six months their substantial stake had run dry, and they left the Murray-Eagle district. In about
April 1885, Wyatt Earp joined a band of claim jumpers in Embry Camp, Washington, later renamed Chewelah. It is
said that Earp also jumped the Old Dominion claim farther North in Colville, Washington.
Wyatt Earp, lawman, Faro dealer, and gambler, also owned several saloons, outright or in partnership with others. In
1884, Earp and his brothers Warren and James bought a circus tent in which they “opened a saloon called The White
Elephant. An advertisement in a local newspaper suggests gentlemen 'come and see the elephant'".[25]
In 1885, Earp and Josie moved to San Diego where the railroad was about to arrive and a real estate boom was
underway. They stayed for about four years. Earp speculated in San Diego's booming real estate market.[26] Between
1887 and around 1896 he bought three saloons and gambling halls, one on Fourth Street and the other two near Sixth
and E, all in the "respectable" part of town.[27] [26] [28] They offered twenty-one games including faro, blackjack,
poker, keno, and other Victorian games of chance like pedro and monte.[26] At the height of the boom, he made up to
$1000 a night in profit.[29] The most famous saloon he owned was called the Oyster Bar located in the Louis Bank of
Commerce on Fifth Avenue. In 2003, the Oyster Bar saloon was converted into a restaurant by former San Diego
mayor Roger Hedgecock who opened Roger’s On Fifth.[30] Wyatt had a long-standing interest in boxing and horse
racing. In the 1887 San Diego City Directory he was listed as a capitalist or gambler. He won his first race horse
"Otto Rex" and began investing in racehorses.[31] He also judged prize fights on both sides of the border and raced
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horses.[26] Earp was one of the judges at the County Fair horse races held in Escondido in 1889.[32]
On July 3, 1888, Mattie, who always considered herself to be Wyatt's wife, committed suicide in Pinal, Arizona
Territory, by taking an overdose of laudanum.
The Earps moved back to San Francisco in 1893 so Josie could be closer to her family. Wyatt took a job managing a
horse stable in Santa Rosa. During the summer of 1896, Earp began to write his memoirs with the help of John H.
Flood, who he had hired as his secretary. On December 2, 1896, Earp refereed a heavyweight boxing match at
Mechanics' Pavilion in San Francisco between Bob Fitzsimmons and Tom Sharkey. Fitzsimmons carried the fight
until the eighth round when Wyatt stopped the bout on a foul, ruling that Fitzimmons had hit Sharkey when he was
down. Earp based his decision on the Marquis of Queensbury rules which state in part, "A man on one knee is
considered down and if struck is entitled to the stakes." Very few witnessed the foul Earp ruled on. He awarded the
decision to Sharkey, who attendants carried out as "limp as a rag."[6] Earp was accused of having a financial interest
in the outcome and the San Francisco Call villified him, calling him a crook and a cheat. Fitzsimmons obtained an
injunction against distributing the prize money until the courts could determine who the rightful winner was. The
judge ruled that prize fighting was illegal in San Francisco and the courts would not determine who the real winner
was. The decision provided no vindication for Earp and he soon left San Francisco for good.[33]
In the fall of 1897, Earp and Josie joined in the Alaska
Gold Rush and headed for Nome, Alaska. He operated a
canteen during the summer of 1899 and in September,
Earp and partner Charles E. Hoxie built the Dexter
Saloon in Nome, Alaska, the city's first two story wooden
building and its largest and most luxurious saloon. The
building was used for a variety of purposes because it was
so large: 70 by 30 feet (21 × 9.1 m) with 12 feet (3.7 m)
ceilings.

Wyatt Earp's pistol, left behind in Juneau, Alaska while traveling
to Nome
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While there, he rubbed elbows with Jack London, future
author Rex Beach, playwright Wilson Mizner, and Jack
Dempsey’s future promoter Tex Rickard.[34]

Wyatt Earp in Nome, Alaska with long-time friend and former
Tombstone mayor and editor John Clum

Wyatt and Josie returned to California in 1901 with an
estimated $80,000. In February, 1902, they arrived in
Tonopah, Nevada, where gold had been discovered and a
boom was under way. He opened the Northern Saloon in
Tonopah, Nevada and served as a deputy U.S. Marshal
under Marshal J.F. Emmitt.[35] His saloon, gambling and
mining interests were profitable for a period.[36] Wyatt
was arrested twice in Nome for minor offenses, including
being drunk and disorderly, although he was not tried.[37]
After Tonapah's gold strike boom waned, Wyatt staked
mining claims just outside Death Valley and elsewhere in
Wyatt Earp's Northern Saloon, Tonopah, Nevada, circa 1902
the Mojave Desert. In 1906 he discovered several
deposits of gold and copper near the Sonoran Desert town
of Vidal, California on the Colorado River and filed numerous claims near the Whipple Mountains. Although it
never actually boasted a town, the town site of Earp, California is located at the site of those mining claims. Wyatt
and Josie Earp summered in Los Angeles and lived in small hotel rooms using the slim proceeds of their mining
interests.
In about 1910, at age 62, the Los Angeles police department hired Wyatt and former Los Angeles detective Arthur
Moore King at $10.00 per day to carry out various tasks "outside the law" such as retrieving criminals from Mexico,
which he did very capably. This led to Wyatt's final armed confrontation. He was asked by former Los Angeles
Police Commissioner H. L. Lewis to head up a posse to protect surveyors of the American Trona Company from
being shot at by claim jumpers representing the California Trona Company. They caught 28 men and served them
with summons. King wrote, "...that it was the nerviest thing he had ever seen." With guns pulled, Wyatt came out of
his tent with a Winchester rifle, firing a round at the feet of Federal Receiver Stafford W. Austin. "Back off or I'll
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blow you apart, or my name is not Wyatt Earp".[38]
Earp eventually moved to Hollywood and became an unpaid film consultant for silent cowboy movies.[39] [40] [41] He
met several well-known and soon to be famous actors on the sets of various movies. On the set of one movie, he met
Marion Morrison, who served Earp coffee on the sets. Later assuming the name John Wayne, he later told Hugh
O'Brian that he based his image of the Western lawman on his conversations with Earp. Director John Ford worked
as an apprentice on the studio lots about the time that Wyatt Earp used to visit friends on the set, and Ford later
claimed he reconstructed the Gunfight at the O.K. Corral based on Wyatt's input.[42] :234 In the early 1920s, Earp
served as deputy sheriff in a mostly ceremonial position in San Bernardino County, California.

Death
Wyatt Earp died at home in the Earps' small apartment at 4004 W 17th
Street, in Los Angeles, of chronic cystitis (some sources cite prostate
cancer) on January 13, 1929 at the age of 80.[43] His pallbearers were
prominent men: George W. Parsons, Charles Welch, Fred Dornberge,
Los Angeles Examiner writer Jim Mitchell, Hollywood screenwriter
Wilson Mizner, Earp's good friend from his days in Tombstone, John
Clum, and Western actors William S. Hart and Tom Mix. Mitchell
wrote Wyatt's obituary.[44] The newspapers reported that Tom Mix
cried during his friend's service. His wife Josie was too grief-stricken
to attend. Josie had Earp's body cremated and buried Earp's ashes in
the Marcus family plot at the Hills of Eternity, a Jewish cemetery
(Josie was Jewish) in Colma, California. When she died in 1944,
Josie's ashes were buried next to Earp's. The original gravemarker was
stolen in 1944 but has since been replaced by a new standing stone.

Reputation

The Earps' grave at Hills of Eternity

Wyatt Earp's modern-day reputation is that of Old West's "toughest and deadliest gunmen of his day." He has been
portrayed in a number of film and books as a fearless Western hero.[45] He is often viewed as the central character
and hero of the Gunfight at the O.K. Corral, at least in part because he was the only one who was not wounded or
killed. In fact, he was only a temporary assistant marshal to his brother, Tombstone Marshall and Deputy U.S.
Marshall Virgil Earp. Virgil had considerably more experience with weapons and combat as a Union soldier in the
Civil War, and in law enforcement as a sheriff, constable, and marshal.[1] . As city marshal, Virgil made the decision
to disarm the Cowboys in Tombstone. But because Wyatt outlived Virgil and due to a creative biography written by
Stuart Lake that made Wyatt famous, he became the subject of various movies, TV shows, biographies and works of
fiction.
Wyatt Earp was a physically imposing figure for his day: 6 feet (1.8 m) tall, he weighed about 165 to 170 pounds (75
to 77 kg), was broad-shouldered, long-armed, and all muscle. He was very capable of using his fists instead of his
weapon to control those resisting his authority,[46] and was reputed to be an expert with a pistol. He showed no fear
of any man.[47] :83 The Tombstone Epitaph said of Wyatt, "bravery and determination were requisites, and in every
instance proved himself the right man in the right place."[48]

Wyatt Earp

Contemporary descriptions
Among his peers, Wyatt was respected. His deputy Jimmy Cairns described Wyatt's work as a police officer in
Wichita, Kansas. "Wyatt Earp was a wonderful officer. He was game to the last ditch and apparently afraid of
nothing. The cowmen all respected him and seemed to recognize his superiority and authority at such times as he had
to use it."
Bill Dixon knew Wyatt early in his adult life. He wrote:
Wyatt was a shy young man with few intimates. With casual acquaintances he seldom spoke unless spoken to.
When he did say anything it was to the point, without fear or favor, which wasn't relished by some; but that
never bothered Wyatt. To those who knew him well he was a genial companion. He had the most even
disposition I ever say; I never knew him to lose his temper. He was more intelligent, better educated, and far
better mannered than the majority of his associates, which probably did not help them to understand him. His
reserve limited his friendships, but more than one stranger, down on his luck, has had firsthand evidence of
Wyatt's generosity. I think his outstanding quality was the nicety with which he gauged the time and effort for
every move. That, plus his absolute confidence in himself, gave him the edge over the run of men.[49]
Famous lawman Bat Masterson described Wyatt in 1907.
Wyatt Earp was one of the few men I personally knew in the West in the early days whom I regarded as
absolutely destitute of physical fear. I have often remarked, and I am not alone in my conclusions, that what
goes for courage in a man is generally fear of what others will think of him - in other words, personal bravery
is largely made up of self-respect, egotism, and apprehension of the opinions of others. Wyatt Earp's daring
and apparent recklessness in time of danger is wholly characteristic; personal fear doesn't enter into the
equation, and when everything is said and done, I believe he values his own opinion of himself more than that
of others, and it is his own good report he seeks to preserve... He never at any time in his career resorted to the
pistol excepting cases where such a course was absolutely necessary. Wyatt could scrap with his fists, and had
often taken all the fight out of bad men, as they were called, with no other weapons than those provided by
nature.

Later image
After the shootout in Tombstone, his pursuit and murder of those who attacked his brothers, and after leaving
Arizona, Wyatt was often in doubt about the public's perception of his and his brothers' reputation. Wyatt was
repeatedly criticized in the press over the remainder of his life. On April 16, 1894, the Fort Worth Gazette wrote that
Virgil Earp and John Behan had a "deadly feud." It described Behan as "an honest man, a good official, and
possessed many of the attributes of a gentleman." Earp, on the other hand, "was head of band of desperadoes, a
partner in stage robbers, and a friend of gamblers and professional killers... Wyatt was the boss killer of the
region."[50]
His handling of the Tom Sharkey–Bob Fitzsimmons boxing match in San Francisco during 1896 had left a smear on
his character.[45] In late 1899, Wyatt opened a gambling concession in Seattle, Washington. On November 25, the
local paper, the Seattle Star, described him as "a man of great reputation among the toughs and criminals, inasmuch
as he formerly walked the streets of a rough frontier mining town with big pistols stuck in his belt, spurs on his boots
and a devil-may-care expression upon his official face." The Seattle Daily Times was less full of praise, announcing
in a very small article that he had a reputation in Arizona as a "bad man."[51]
On March 12, 1922, the Sunday Los Angeles Times ran a scandalous article by J.M. Scanland about Wyatt's life as a
lawman. During the same year, Frederick R. Bechdolt published When the West Was Young, a story about Wyatt's
time in Tombstone, but he mangled many basic facts. He described the Earp-Clanton differences as the falling out of
partners in crime.[52] Both of these reports bothered Wyatt a great deal. One of Earp's friends in Hollywood was
William S. Hart, a well-known cowboy star of his time. Earp tried to persuade Hart to make a movie about his life,
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feeling he had been unfairly depicted in the media. “If the story were exploited on the screen by you,” he wrote Hart,
“it would do much toward setting me right before a public which has always been fed lies about me.”[3] Expressing
his dismay about the controversy that followed him his entire life, he wrote in a letter to John Hays Hammond on
May 21, 1925, "notoriety had been the bane of my life."[53]

Claims by Wyatt
Wyatt's reputation has been confused by stories told about him by others, and by his own claims that cannot be
corroborated. For example, Wyatt told author Forrestine Hooker that he was the one who killed Johnny Ringo as he
left Arizona in 1882, offering details that do not match what is known about Ringo's death. He repeated that claim to
least three other people. During an interview with his future biographer Stuart Lake during the late 1920s, Wyatt said
that he arrested notorious gunslinger Ben Thompson in Ellsworth, Kansas, on August 15, 1873, when news accounts
and Thompson's own contemporary account about the episode do not mention his presence.[45] He also told Lake
that he had hunted buffalo during 1871 and 1872, yet arrest records show he was arrested and jailed on a horse theft
charge on April 6, 1871, and arrested in Peoria during February 1872.[48] At the hearing following the Tombstone
shootout, Wyatt said he had been marshal in Dodge City, a claim he repeated in 1896 in an interview that appeared
in the San Francisco Examiner, when he had only been an assistant city marshal.[48]

Lake's flattering biography
Writer Stuart N. Lake wrote the first biography of Earp, Wyatt Earp: Frontier Marshal published in 1931, two years
after Earp's death. It drew considerable attention and established Lake as a writer for years to come. Lake sought
Earp out, hoping to write a magazine article about him. Earp was seeking a biographer at about the same time.
However, later researchers have suggested that Lake's account of Earp's early life is embellished, for there is little
corroborating evidence for many of his stories. Scholars and historians like Steve Gatto, Frank Waters, and Dr. Floyd
B. Streeter have cast doubt on the authenticity and accuracy of Lake's larger-than-life depiction of Wyatt Earp. Lake
and Earp only met a few times, during which Earp sketched out the "barest facts" of his life for Lake. Lake later told
Burton Rascoe of the New York Herald Tribune that he "felt journalistically justified in inventing the Earp
manuscript."[6] The book was largely fictional and portrayed Earp as a hero wherever he went,[54] morphing him into
a cellulose hero at a time during the Great Depression when the media hungered for heroes.[55]

Influence on media
Lake's creative biography and later Hollywood portrayals exaggerated Wyatt's profile as a western lawman.[1] Lake
wrote another version of Wyatt's story in 1946 that Director John Ford developed into the movie My Darling
Clementine,[54] which further boosted Wyatt's reputation. The book later inspired a number of stories, movies and
television programs about outlaws and lawmen in Dodge City and Tombstone, including the 1955 television series
The Life and Legend of Wyatt Earp.[55]

"Buntline Special"
One of the largest myths about Earp perpetrated by Lake was about a long-barreled revolver called the "Buntline
Special", a Colt six-shooter with a 12-inch barrel. Earp was described by Lake as using this weapon to pistol-whip
and disarm cowboys who resisted town ordinances against carrying of firearms. Earp’s biography claimed the
Specials were given to "famous lawmen" Wyatt Earp, Bat Masterson, Bill Tilghman, Charlie Bassett and Neal
Brown by author Ned Buntline in return for “local color” for his western yarns. This is technically inaccurate since
neither Tilghman nor Brown were lawmen then. Buntline wrote only four western yarns, all about Buffalo Bill.
There is no conclusive proof as to the kind of pistol Wyatt carried on a regular basis, though it is known that on the
day of the Fight at the O.K. Corral on October 26, 1881, Wyatt Earp carried an 8 inches (200 mm) .44 caliber 1869
American model Smith & Wesson. Earp had received the weapon as a gift from Tombstone mayor and Tombstone
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Epitaph newspaper editor John Clum.[6]
Lake spent much effort trying to track down the Buntline Special through the Colt company, Masterson and contacts
in Alaska. Lake described it as a Colt Single Action Army model with a long, 12 inches (30 cm) barrel, standard
sights, and wooden grips into which the name “Ned” was ornately carved. Researchers have never found any record
of an order received by the Colt company, and Ned Buntline's alleged connections to the Earp's have been largely
discredited.[6] Lake, who first described the Buntline Special, later admitted to have 'put words into Wyatt's mouth
because of the inarticulateness and monosyllabic way he had of talking'. The famous long-barrelled Colt revolver,
'The Buntline Special', was created by Lake.[1]

In popular culture
The character of Wyatt Earp has been a central figure in at least 10 films and a secondary one in many others.
Among the best-known actors that have portrayed him are Randolph Scott, Guy Madison, Henry Fonda, Joel
McCrea, Burt Lancaster, James Garner, Jimmy Stewart, Hugh O'Brian, Kevin Costner, and Kurt Russell.[56] His
character has influenced the way in which many others are presented as well as how law enforcement in the Old
West is depicted on the screen.
The Earp legend in film and television
• Frontier Marshal (1934) – The first film adaptation of Stuart N. Lake's novel about Earp. Earp's character,
portrayed by George O'Brien, is renamed "Michael Earp".
• Frontier Marshal (1939) – Stars Randolph Scott.
• Tombstone, the Town Too Tough to Die (1942) – Stars Richard Dix.
• My Darling Clementine (1946) – Stars Henry Fonda and directed by John Ford.
• Wichita (1955) – Stars Joel McCrea.
• The Life and Legend of Wyatt Earp (1955–1961) – television series starring Hugh O'Brian as Wyatt Earp.
• Gunfight at the O.K. Corral (1957) – Stars Burt Lancaster.
• Hour of the Gun (1967) – Stars James Garner in the first of two movies with Garner as Earp.
• Doc (1971) – Tells the story of the Gunfight at the O.K. Corral from Doc Holliday's point of view. Stacy Keach
plays Doc and Harris Yulin plays Wyatt.
• Tombstone (1993) – Stars Kurt Russell.
• Wyatt Earp: Return to Tombstone (1994) – Film combines colorized footage of The Life and Legend of Wyatt
Earp with new scenes filmed in Tombstone.
• Wyatt Earp (1994) – Stars Kevin Costner.
Earp as a character or adaptation of the legend
• Law and Order (1932) – Film starring Walter Huston as Frame Johnson, a character inspired by Wyatt Earp.
• Dodge City (1939) – Film starring Errol Flynn as Wade Hatton, inspired by Wyatt Earp.
• Winchester '73 (1950) – Film in which James Stewart wins a Winchester rifle that is stolen. Will Geer portrays
Wyatt Earp.
• Gun Belt (1953) – Film where outlaw Billy Ringo tries to go straight.
• Masterson of Kansas (1954) – Film about Bat Masterson.
• Badman's Country (1958) – Pat Garrett catches up to Butch Cassidy's gang and calls in Wyatt Earp.
• Alias Jesse James (1959) – Comedy film starring Bob Hope, with an appearance by Hugh O'Brian as Earp.
• Warlock (1959) – Western film starring Richard Widmark, Henry Fonda and Anthony Quinn. Fonda and Quinn's
characters are heavily based on Earp and Doc Holliday.
• The Secret World of Eddie Hodges (1960) – Musical television movie.
• Cheyenne Autumn (1964) – A John Ford western film with Earp in a sequence more or less unconnected with the
rest of the movie, portrayed by James Stewart.
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• The Outlaws Is Coming (1965) – The final Three Stooges feature film.
• Sfida a Rio Bravo (1965) – Film starring Guy Madison as Wyatt Earp.
• The Gunfighters (1966 Doctor Who episode) – The TARDIS materializes in Tombstone, where the Doctor, Dodo,
and Steven quickly become embroiled in the events leading up to the famous gunfight.
• Spectre of the Gun (1968 Star Trek episode) – The Enterprise officers are forced to play out the role of the
Clanton gang in a re-enactment of the Tombstone incident. In this version, Earp (Ron Soble) and his men were
portrayed as criminals. Star Trek series cast member DeForest Kelley had earlier portrayed Morgan Earp in the
1957 film, Gunfight at the O.K. Corral.
• Which Way to the OK Corral? (1971 Alias Smith and Jones episode) – Starring Cameron Mitchell as Wyatt Earp
and Bill Fletcher as Doc Holliday, in which Kid Curry and Hannibal Heyes travel to Tombstone in order to aid a
friend. Hannibal gets in a high stakes poker game with Holliday, and Kid is strongarmed by Earp into convincing
Heyes to let Holliday win due to his ailing health.
• I Married Wyatt Earp (1983) – Television docudrama based on the (supposed) memoirs of Josephine Marcus
Earp, played by Marie Osmond.
• Sunset (1988) – Tom Mix (Bruce Willis) and Wyatt Earp (James Garner in his second movie as Earp) team up to
solve a murder at the Academy Awards in 1929 Hollywood (which actually took place several months after
Wyatt's death).
• An American Tail: Fievel Goes West (1991) – Animated film has a washed-up law-dog character named Wylie
Burp, voiced by James Stewart.
• The Gambler Returns: The Luck of the Draw (1991) – Television movie starring Kenny Rogers as The Gambler.
Hugh O'Brian cameos as Wyatt Earp.
• Young Indiana Jones and the Hollywood Follies (1994) – Television movie starring Sean Patrick Flanery. Leo
Gordon in his final role cameos as aged Wyatt Earp, doing consultant work on western films.
• Shanghai Noon (2000) – A movie not about Wyatt Earp, but at the end Owen Wilson's character admits that his
real name is Wyatt Earp, once he becomes a marshal.
• Deadwood (2006) – Wyatt and his brother Morgan appear in two episodes during season three. Wyatt is played
by Gale Harold.
• Cowboy Bebop (1998) – A bounty hunter named Andy introduces himself by saying "You can call me 'Wyatt
Earp'!"
On poetry
In the long narrative poem Wyatt Earp in Dallas, 1963 (ISBN 0-9699639-0-4) by Steve McCabe, Earp received a
prophecy from a prisoner who foretold the invention of television and the death of President Kennedy. Earp,
motivated by this prophecy, time-traveled to Dallas to prevent JFK's assassination.
Quotes about Earp
"No man can have a more loyal friend than Wyatt Earp, nor a more dangerous enemy." -Bat Masterson (a variant of
a line dating back to Sulla)
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Matt Braun, Trouble in Tombstone by Richard Wheeler, and Gunman's Rhapsody by Robert B. Parker.

External links
• Wyatt Earp History Page (http://www.wyattearp.net)
• Wyatt Earp: Tombstonian by Tim Fattig (http://www.tombstonetimes.com/stories/wyatt.html)
• A web page on Earp and Tombstone (http://www.oldwesthistory.net/oldwest2.html), with a large number of
web historical links.
• An article on his father and his land ownership (http://department.monm.edu/history/urban/wyatt_earp/
nicholas_earp_iowa_lands.htm)
• Tombstone Chamber of Commerce (http://www.tombstonechamber.com)
• Wyatt Earp Family History (http://www.kansasheritage.org/families/earp.html)
• A timeline of his life (http://www.wyattsearp.com/history.html)
• A description of his life in Lamar (http://members.tripod.com/~Tombstonehistory/wyattearp.html)
• A profile of Benjamin Thompson, allegedly arrested by Wyatt (http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/
USAthompsonB.htm)
• Chapter from Wyatt Earp (http://www.skyways.org/orgs/fordco/earp.html) 1926 autobiographical attempt by
John H. Flood, Jr.
• Near Mattie Blaylock Earp's lost grave (http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&
GRid=43401944) near Pinal, AZ.
• Old West Kansas Gunfighters (http://www.vlib.us/old_west/guns.html)
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• Wyatt Earp: Desert Lawman & Adventurer (DesertUSA.com) (http://www.desertusa.com/mag98/mar/papr/
du_earp.html)
• Wyatt Earp's Vendetta Posse (http://www.historynet.com/magazines/wild_west/5400896.html): Article by
Peter Brand
• Buntline Special Reconsidered Dodge City Connection (http://www.kansashistory.us/buntlinespecial.html)
• Hollywood Portrayals of Wyatt Earp (http://blogs.amctv.com/future-of-classic/2009/10/wyatt-earp-movies.
php) from American Movie Classics
• Wyatt Earp (http://www.imdb.com/name/nm1991141/) at the Internet Movie Database
• Wyatt Earp (http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=311) at Find a Grave
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