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AP European History:  Core Scoring Guide for the DBQ 

 
 

BASIC CORE EXPANDED CORE 
 √ Points  √ Points 
1. Provides an appropriate, explicitly stated, 

thesis that directly addresses ALL parts of 
the question.  Thesis may NOT simply 
restate the question. 

  Expands beyond basic core of 1-6.  The basic 
score of 6 must be achieved before a student 
can earn expanded core points. 
EXAMPLES: 

  

2. Discusses a majority of the documents 
individually and specifically. 

  • Has a clear, analytical and comprehensive 
thesis. 

  

3. Demonstrates understanding of the basic 
meaning of a majority of the documents (may 
misinterpret no more than ONE). 

  
• Uses all or almost all documents. 

  

4. Supports the thesis with appropriate 
interpretations of a MAJORITY of the 
documents (at least 70%). 

  
• Addresses ALL parts of the question 

THOROUGHLY. 

  

5. Analyzes bias or point of view in at least 
three documents. 

  • Uses documents persuasively as evidence. 
 

  

6. Analyzes documents by organizing them in at 
least three groups.  List the groups here: 

 
a. _________________________________ 
b. _________________________________ 
c. _________________________________ 
 

  • Shows understanding of nuances in the 
documents. 

  

The student will earn one point for successfully 
completing each of the above tasks.  The student 
must earn ALL six points in order to advance to 
the Expanded Core.  Failure to earn a total of six 
points in the Basic Core will leave the student with 
a score reflective of the number of tasks which 
were successfully accomplished. 

  • Analyzes bias or point of view in at least 
FOUR documents cited in the essay.  List 
documents here:  
______________________________ 
 

  

   • Analyzes the documents in additional 
ways—additional groupings.  List the 
additional grouping here: 
______________________________ 
 

  

   
• Brings in relevant “outside” information. 

  

Subtotal   Subtotal   

   Total:   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FORMATING CHECLIST √ 
1. Single-space header [on the first page only].  
2. Double-spaced on front side of the paper only.  
3. 1” margin all around.  
4. Comic sans or arial fonts, size 10 or 11 only.  
5. No more than 3 to 3 ½ pages in length.  
6. Boldface your thesis statement.  
7. Boldface all parenthesized document reference (D7) AND (OI)s.  
8. Spell check AND personally proofread thoroughly before printing out a final copy.  
9. General neat appearance [no paper folds or creases, smudges, light ink, etc.]  

10. Staple this sheet as your cover page [be sure to fill in your name and mod].  
11.   Do a personal check-off and self-evaluation of your essay on this sheet.  
12.  Hand in your essay on the due date [or the first day back if absent].  

Grading Scale: 
9 = 100/50 
8 =  96/48 
7 =  92/46 
6 =  88/44 
5 =  84/42 
4 =  80/40 
3 =  76/38 
2 =  72/36 
1 =  68/34 
0 =  64/32 
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