William Paterson 1745-1806

Quick Facts

· Born in County Arim Ireland and moved to the colonies at the age of two

· Outspoken supporter of the American Independence

· Studied at the college of New Jersey at the age of 14 (now known as Princeton) 

· Recorded the New Jersey State Constitution on 1776

· New Jersey’s first Attorney General

· Feared for small states and attacked the Virginia Plan with his New Jersey plan

· He fought for equal representation for smaller states 

· Died 1803 from injuries in a severe carriage accident

William Patterson’s New Jersey Plan  

The Legislature (Congress) 

· Consists of only one house (unicameral), which then leads to equal representation among states so all states hold the same power regardless of size and population

· Appoints generals in the military

· Creates a court of final decision (modern day Supreme Court, the Judicial Branch)

· Creates Admiralty Courts

· Elects people to the Executive branch which controls the Judicial branch

Legislative Branch

· Appoints people to serve in the executive branch
Judicial Branch

· Consists of a court of last resort, very similar to the Supreme Court of the modern US government
Executive Branch

· Controls the Judicial Branch
New Jersey plan guarantees equal representation in congress regardless of state population size 










The Three branches of government legislative, judicial, executive











